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his Saxon confederates, which altered the whole situation.
The new German government withdrew its support from
Cadalus; Anno, anxious to assert himself as imperial vicar,
presided in 1064 at a Council at Mantua, at which Alexander
II was adjudged to be the lawful Pope. His rival lived on,
recalcitrant, with a few supporters for nine more years, but
the schism was definitely at an end. The Election Decree
had won its first success, helped, it is true, by the political
situation in Germany. But this was soon forgotten. Anno
by his absence in Italy had lost control in Germany, and in
the Church the Pope speedily taught him who was the real
master by calling him to account on the charge of simony.
The charge was probably justified, but it was in part a
pimishment for his arrogance. Papal independence and
papal headship of the Church were linked together, and it
was derogatory to both that an archbishop should sit in
judgment upon a Pope.
Alexander	^he triumph of the reforming party in the Curia was
apcrto^of flowed not, as might have been expected, by a further
comparative advance especially in the extension of papal authority, but
inaction ^y a period of comparative inaction. Alexander was Pope
for twelve years. Compared with the twelve preceding years
—from the accession of Leo IX to the death of Nicholas II—
crowded with events of the highest importance, or again with
the twelve years of Gregory VII's Papacy which followed,
Alexander's reign was a period of stagnation. The work of
reform went on steadily, at any rate in France, where owing
to the weakness of royal authority the papal authority could
most easily be exerted. Even in Germany a notorious
simonist, the bishop of Constance, was deposed by a provincial
synod. But Alexander himself contributed nothing new.
He apparently held few councils, and at the only important
one—at Rome in 1063—the decrees were only repetitions of
those of Nicholas II in 1059. He seems to have been content
merely to maintain the status quo. His caution was not un-
natural, for the reformed Papacy was still too weak to stand
upon its own feet, and had had to lean on the very dubious
support of the Normans. Moreover, the coming of age of
Henry IV introduced a new and an unknown factor, while
in 1069 the death of duke Godfrey removed the barrier which
had previously kept Henry from contact with Italy and Rome.

